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Kalimantan: Introduction

I do not claim to have an expert knowledge of greenstone 
carvings, but I have acquired an eye as to what is genuine 
and the characteristics of the early carvings. I do also 
have a good knowledge of the market value of greenstone 
artefacts, something that you rapidly acquire if you are 
bidding at the auctions and paying the NZ$30,000 - 
NZ$50,000 that a good Hei-Tiki now fetches in 2007. 

The accompanying photos of the items currently in the 
Kalimantan Collection are arranged in the order that 
each item appeals to me. Unfortunately for Hei-Tikis and 
meres, there does not seem to be any way to determine 
from where it was carved, and for the majority of items, 
it is regretable that the Maori ownership is not known. 

What happens to this collection after my death, I don’t 
know. Hopefully my children will gradually sell the 
artefacts back into the market. 

Roger Edmonds  
Wanganui  

December 2007

 
(Since drafting the outline of this catalogue, we have 
bought a further four Hei-Tikis and three meres, while 
selling five Hei-Tikis that were not featured in this 
catalogue.)

The earliest record I have of purchasing Maori Hei-
Tikis is 1980  when I purchased 3 Hei-Tikis at Dunbar 
Sloane’s Wellington auction. Definitely I recall that I  had 
purchased a mere earlier but unfortunately I don’t have 
any record or when or where it was acquired.  This first 
acquistion was for many years loaned to the Whanganui 
Regional Museum and it took quite an effort to get the 
mere back from the Museum in 1997. 

As I was living in Singapore from 1969 to 1997 when the 
New Zealand government  tightened up on the ownership 
of Maori Tahonga I needed to get permission from 
the Department of Internal Affairs for a New Zealand 
registered family owned company called Kalimantan 
Estates Ltd to hold the various artefacts which were 
acquired and the company still holds certificate No. 400 
allowing it to buy Maori artefacts. 

Artefacts were periodically purchased from England, 
Australia and New Zealand, mainly sight unseen (not 
the normal prudent action of an accountant), just from 
the auction catalogues. 

Many of my New Zealand purchases were made with the 
assistance of my Wellington friend, the late Anthony AG 
Williamson who guided me safely into many purchases. 

When I retired from work in 1997 and returned to New 
Zealand I started to attend the artefact auctions. Unfortunately 
I was not able to attend the celebrated ‘Webster’ auction held 
in November 2002 as I was away in Las Vegas. However I 
did acquire four pieces at this auction and have since bought 
a further four items from the ‘Webster’ sale as they have 
subsequently come on the market. 

I do not claim to have an expert knowledge of greenstone 
carvings, but I have acquired a good eye as to what is 
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Ahakoa iti, he pounamu
Although it is small, it is a greenstone treasure
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Kalimantan: Collecting

Greenstone, Hei-Tikis and all that.... 
 
For a comprehensive and concise treaty on Hei-Tikis 
I would recommend the small book called "Pounamu: 
Maori Jade of New Zealand" by Roger Neich, curator of 
ethnology at the Auckland Museum and a professor of 
anthropology at the University of Auckland. It gives an 
excellent overview of nephrite, carving and the differing 
theories of Hei-Tiki symbolism. 

In my introduction, I mentioned that I have acquired a 
good knowledge of the market value of Maori artefacts. 
When valuing an artefact various factors need to be 
considered and for me these are:
 

Overall look of the artefact; is it pleasing to the eye?•	
Pre-contact or post-contact.•	
Provenance.•	
Colour and quality of the greenstone.•	
Quality of the carving of the greenstone.•	
Size.•	
And of course, prices paid in recent sales.•	

 
Overall look
 
There are some pieces one sees which immediately cry 
out ‘must have’. It is much like buying a painting by a 
famous artist; if you don't like the painting, why would 
you buy it?

With greenstone, as well as the visual appeal of the 
carving, there is also its sensual feel. A careful handling 
of the artefact transmits something that I cannot quite 
define through its touch, another factor in selecting a 
piece.

Kalimantan: Collecting 

 Pre and post contact
 
Before the arrival of Captain Cook in New Zealand in 
1769, steel was unknown by the Maoris. All carving 
was done in the time honoured way with stone tools. 
Hundreds of hours of labour must have been spent 
fashioning each individual artefact. 

Once sailors wanted to take artefacts back to England 
and America.  Maori were quick to start ‘mass producing’ 
Hei-Tikis using steel instruments to carve greenstone 
faster and more easily.

Although difficult, it is usually possible to determine 
whether a Hei-Tiki is pre- or post-contact. Naturally, 
the older and rarer pre-contact artefacts command 
considerably higher prices than comparable post-contact 
pieces.
 
Provenance
 
Any Maori piece with a known provenance, especially 
one that can be traced back to its original Maori owners 
has a much higher value in the collectors' market.

The tribal and personal ownership of a piece is vital to 
its value to Maori people, far more than the carving or 
the greenstone itself. A piece owned by a prestigious 
chief carries mana, a cultural sense of deep honour and 
power, from its owner which resides in the artefact and 
can be passed on to later owners through the piece.

Having been owned previously by a well-known coll-
ector increases the value of a piece.  Artefacts which 
were previously in the Webster collection, assembled in 
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Kalimantan: Collecting

England and later bought back to New Zealand and then 
largely sold off in 2002, are always advertised as parts of 
the Webster collection for the premium they command 
as part of that collection.

Size
 
Whatever gentlemen may think, size does matter. A 
large tiki will always outsell a comparable but smaller 
tiki. Also at any auction, any very large tikis will always 
sell no matter how badly they are carved.
 

Kalimantan: Collecting 

Colour and Quality
 
The colour and quality of greenstone used to carve the 
artefact also has a significant bearing on its market value. 
It reflects on the skill of the original carver in carefully 
selecting the best piece of nephrite to carve, and then 
showing off to the best advantage the individual qualities 
of the stone.

Maori had many names describing the differing colours 
of greenstone such as Karaka, Kawaka, Kokpu and 
Inanga.
 
Prior Selling Prices
 
Selling prices at prior auctions will give one a rough 
guide to the general level of prices at the next auction. 
Auctioneers' price guides in their catalogues also help, 
but it must be firmly remembered that the auctioneer 
is primarily acting for the seller and wants the highest 
price for his client.

There are auctions where one can immediately sense the 
mood of the meeting — some drag on monotonously 
while others have an infectious enthusiasm to them.
 
Finally, the last and vitally important consideration is 
whether one has the cash available to fund what you 
covet.

Roger Edmonds



Charles Heaphy, describing the South 
Island’s Teremakau settlement in 1846.

“That we had reached the veritable 
greenstone country was very evident; 
outside the principal house the chief had 
laid by a slab of Pounamu, out of which 
he was sawing a mere, when he came to 
welcome us. in another place, an old man 
- too old to move to meet us - chanted 
some sort of song of welcome and kept up 
a sawing accompaniment. Little children 
ran about with toy pieces of kawakawa, 
and brought us smooth pebbles of it as 
presents. Hei-Tiki, the uncouth figures with 
red sealing wax eyes, that are worn around 
the neck, were receiving the last polish; 
and fragments of greenstone - odd knobs 
and rejected cross-grained pieces - were 
lying about the houses and down toward 
the beach in a away that would have made 
a Ngapuhi [nothern tribe member] crazy 
could he have beheld it.” 
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Kalimantan: Colour names

COLOUR NAMES

Some names of the different coloured pounamu were 
commonly used across New Zealand, while others were 
specific to cerain tribes. Nephrite often has feathering, 
streaks or spots from minerals mixed into the crystal. 
Feathering may be named ‘Pipiwharauroa’ named for 
the shine of cuckoo feathers. 

Auhunga A medium to light green shade

Hauhunga The green of leaves reflected in dew 
drops for a translucent forest green. 

Inanga Maori for whitebait, whitish, opaque 
to translucent, usually even and 
fine-grained. Includes a pale green 
colour that when even is very rare. 

Kahotea Dark rich green with black 
flecks and streaks

Kahurangi Green, translucent, highly prized; 
named for ‘the garment of the sky’ 
after the greenish light at dusk and 
dawn of the sky or because of cloudy 
streaks sometimes found in it. One 
of the rarest varieties of pounamu.

Karaka A dark even green.

Kawakawa Deep rich green and semitranslucent 
after the leaves of the New Zealand 
pepper plant. Often lightly speckled. 

Kokopu A range of greens with distinctive 
speckling like the back of a trout. 

Kalimantan: Colour names 

Kokotangiwai The blue-green sheen of the tui 
bird’s breast, usually bowenite.

Parauri A very dark green, appearing 
virtually black until held to light.

Raukaraka A yellowish tone seen in the 
dark green karaka leaves. 

Tangiwai Bowenite, Maori for tear water because 
of its translucent watery appearence.

Totoweka Greenstone with patches or flecks 
of red, named for ‘the blood of 
the weka’, after a native bird. 

 

 



Nephrite is a fibrous crystal that is 
deeply intertwined for a dense tough 
stone. Once polished, nephrite gains 
lustre and as it’s worn against the skin 
or frequently handled, the stone’s 
polish improves. 

“They rested against a chest, rubbing 
against hair or skin,” said Edmonds. 
“You can imagine a chief at night 
rubbing a treasured Hei-Tiki with a bit 
of dogskin, almost like worry beads.” 

The Kalimantan Collection
A private collection 
of Maori artefacts in 
greenstone,  argilite, 
stone and whalebone, 
owned by Kalimantan 
Estates of Wanganui, 
New Zealand.
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Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

Kalimantan Coll. 43   
 

Mottled green nephrite
 

Length  6.7 cm 
Width 4.3 cm
Depth 0.8 cm

Bought November 1979
Sotheby’s London 

Lot 77

Probably refashioned from an adze, given the definite trapezoid shape.  
 It has no Y-number as it was purchased outside of New Zealand.
Traces of red sealing wax can be seen near the eyes. The carving is de-
tailed and sharp, with a well-marked mouth. The body is undetailed, 
but the carving rises, perhaps following a natural flaw in the stone, to 
undulate at the chest. One hourglass suspension hole. 

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis 

Kalimantan Coll.37 
 
Deep emerald nephrite

Length  8.5 cm 
Width  5.7 cm
Depth  1.1 cm

Bought March 1980
Sotheby’s London 
lot 55 

A large beautiful Hei-Tiki bought overseas, so it has no Y-number. 
The carving is slightly worn but deep with dark discolouration high-
lighting details. The face is detailed with triangular markings, while 
the body is undefined but has deep slanted holes. The hourglass sus-
pension hole is markedly slanted. The deep even emerald nephrite 
has a low polish.
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Kalimantan Coll. 18 
Y Number 3205    

Apple green nephrite

Length  7.7 cm 
Width  5.3 cm
Depth  0.8 cm

Bought April 1980
Dunbar Sloane 

Lot 20

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

A very early contact period Hei-Tiki from beautiful and extremely 
even apple green nephrite. The carving is excellent, although worn 
with age. The facial details are light or unfinished. The long slanted 
head bears traces of red sealing wax, probably added later. The sus-
pension hole is round and even, but the arm and leg holes are thin 
and shallow. This piece is the favourite of Edmonds’ collection.

Kalimantan Coll. 31   
 
Light green nephrite 
 
Length  6.7 cm 
Width 5.2 cm
Depth 0.8 cm

Bought June 1981
Sotheby’s London 
Lot 264/2

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis 

A female Hei-Tiki, from the delicate cross-markings at the groin. 
Details like the three-fingered hands resting on the chest and hip are 
worn but still visible. The mouth and facial details are lightly marked 
with deep carved eyes and well-formed ears. Also noticable are the 
small holes bored to mark three-toed feet. One shoulder is carved 
higher than the other. It has no Y-number as it was bought overseas, 
but is likely early contact period. 
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Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

An excel lent  ex-
ample of kokopu 
nephrite, speckled 
like a trout’s back. 
The carving is deep 
and clear with vivid 
facial details like 
triangular teeth and 

tongue. The body is 
deep with rounded lips 

and a high belly. The muscled 
arms have distinct elbows and 

the three-fingered hands rest on hips. Toes are also marked out. 
One of Edmonds’ favourite pieces for the size, quality of carving 
and beautiful nephrite. The suspension hole is worked into a nar-
row groove at the top and has a modern leather thong through it. It 
has no Y-number as it was bought overseas, but is probably contact 
period.

Kalimantan Coll. 15 
 

Speckled medium green nephrite

Length  12.5 cm 
Width  5.7 cm
Depth  1.2 cm

Bought November 1981
Sotheby’s London 

Lot 229/B  

Kalimantan Coll. 32   
 
Dark green nephrite 
 
Length  12.0 cm 
Width 5.5 cm
Depth 0.8 cm

Bought July 1982
J.R. Lawson Sydney 
Lot 159 

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis 

One of a few Hei-Tikis with known histories. This belonged to Te 
Rangikaheke of Te Arewa, Rotorua. The nephrite is a rich dark 
green with a natural shading flaw near the chin. The large piece is 
thick with deep carvings and a satiny-smooth surface. The eyes are 
very large and the nose has a deep groove. There are ribs on the 
concave chest and sharp elbow corners. Three fingered hands rest 
on hips with deep oval holes marking the body. The feet are slightly 
marked.
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Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

Kalimantan Coll. 24 
Y Number 1249  

Pale apple green nephrite

Length  8.7 cm 
Width  5.2 cm
Depth  1.3 cm

Bought November 1982
Dunbar Sloane 

Lot 1015

Brought back to New Zealand from England by Dunbar Sloane in 1981. 
One of the apple green nephrite pieces that Edmonds favours. The  
features are broadly carved with ring eyes and rounded shoulders. 
There are very small body holes, and the legs are continuous with 
small extensions for feet. The back of the Hei-Tiki is uneven. The 
suspension hole at the top has broken and been redrilled closer to 
the eye.  

Kalimantan Coll. 42   
 
Medium green nephrite 
 
Length  6.7 cm 
Width 4.9 cm
Depth 0.8 cm

Bought November 1982
Sotheby’s London 
Lot 85 
‘Rose’ sale

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis 

A very detailed Hei-Tiki in even medium-green nephrite. The eyes 
have large traces of red sealing wax in the rings. The mouth has teeth 
and tongue markings. There are clear ribs and three-fingered hands 
on hips and three-toed feet with bumps. The arms are beautifully 
defined with large tear-drop holes marking round shoulders and 
elbows. One suspension hole has broken completely, another worn 
almost transparent and a third large shallow hourglass hole. Bought 
overseas without a Y-number, and probably contact period. 
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Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

An unusually narrow-limbed Hei-Tiki carved from medium 
green nephrite with faint yellow-white specks. The large head has 
distinct tiny ears and a small rounded chin. The ringed eyes are 
deeply carved, with a faint rise for the nose and a shallow peanut-
shaped mouth. The body holes are large, creating narrow legs 
and arms with rounded elbows. Three fingers are lightly marked 
with sharper ribs on the chest. The belly has a rounded groove. 
The feet are carved nearly translucent with a diamond pattern.  
It is probably early contact from the worn details. 

Kalimantan Coll. 41
 

Mottled green nephrite

Length  34 cm 
Width  10.4 cm

Depth  1.1 cm

Bought November 1982
Sotheby’s London 

Lot 229C 
‘Rose’ Sale

 

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis 

An old Hei-Tiki that returned to New Zealand via Christies 
of London then an Australian auction. The dark nephrite has 
small pale green flecks. The red-sealing wax in the eyes is intact  
and vividly coloured. The long head has a matching long narrow 
nose with a worn mouth, possibly including a tongue. The four-
fingered hand, possibly with a thumb, spread on the broad chest is 
finely carved, while the other rests on the hip with worn fingers. The 
body holes are oval and deep and no lower body details. 

Kalimantan Coll. 38   
 
Dark green nephrite  
and red sealing wax 
 
Length  11 cm 
Width 6.5 cm
Depth 0.8 cm

Bought November 1982
JR Laweson Sydney 
Lot 263
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Kalimantan Coll. 27  
Y Number 5548 

 
Streaked pale green 

and brown  nephrite

Length  8.6 cm 
Width  5.4 cm
Depth  1.2 cm

Bought April 1996
Dunbar Sloane 

Lot 49

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

Monique Lewis’ mother found the tiki in her garden in Whakatane 
in the 1970s, possibly burial grounds. The nephrite has a lumines-
cent high polish with green and brown marbling. The holes are all 
hourglass shaped. The hand on the chest has three fingers and a clear 
thumb, a less-defined hand on the hip, and no definition of feet.  The 
face is worn.    

Kalimantan Coll. 26
Y Number 7812    
 
Dark green nephrite 
 
Length  8.5 cm 
Width 4.6 cm
Depth 1.3 cm

Bought April 1996
Dunbar Sloane 
Lot 8

A. M. Hughes  
Collection

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis 

From the A.M. Hughes Collection, a dark green nephrite Hei-Tiki 
with white and brown schistose flaws. The head is especially large 
with no neck. There is a narrow hourglass suspension hole near the 
top. The eyes and limbs are deeply carved, with light carving at the 
mouth and shoulders. No hands, feet or ribs are marked. The back of 
the Hei-Tiki is deeply uneven but smoothly polished all over.
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Kalimantan Coll. 25 
Y Number 3204 

 
Bowenite

Length  9.0 cm 
Width  5.8 cm
Depth  1.3 cm

Bought April 1996
Dunbar Sloane 

Lot 18

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

The only bo-
wenite Hei-

T i k i  i n  t h e 
collection, it was 

f o u n d  n e a r  t h e 
south side of the 

main road bridge over 
the Wanganui River. 

Originally owned by Peter 
Turner and called the ‘Wanganui Tiki’, it was also displayed at the 
Manawatu Museum. A contact period piece around the 1780-1810 peri-
od. The stone is sharply and thinly carved with simple deep incisions. The 
eyes have red sealing wax. Above the suspension hole, grooves have been 
worn by use.        

Bowenite: Called Tangiwai in Maori, this translucent serpentine stone 
is found only near Milford Sound. The stone is softer than nephrite and 
easier to carve. It had less value than nephrite: “The maka tani wai is the 
least esteemed by the Maoris, but far the most beautiful of them all. It is 
of clear pale green, and is very translucent. The natives will drill a hole 
through a pebble and hang it to a child’s ear, but do not care to fashion it 
to any shape.” (Charles Heaphy)

Held up to the light, the bowenite glows vividly.
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Kalimantan Coll. 23  
Y Number 7813   

 
Light grey-green nephrite

Length  10.3 cm 
Width  4.1 cm
Depth  1.1 cm

Bought April 1996
Dunbar Sloane 

Private Sale
 

A. M. Hughes Collection

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

From the A. M. Hughes’ collec-
tion, a long and very narrow Hei-Tiki, 

suggesting it was carved from an adze. The nephrite 
is mottled grey-green and well-polished. The eyes have double rings but 
the mouth is barely defined, perhaps due to flaws in the stone. Rounded 
shoulders and notched elbows lead to unmarked hands and feet with 
narrow deep holes bored through. The legs are continuous with the same 
narrow curves echoed in the waist. There is a straight small hourglass 
hole in the groove at the top. 

Kalimantan Coll. 20   
Y Number 3201
 
Pale green nephrite 
 
Length  8.0 cm 
Width 6.3 cm
Depth 1.4 cm

Bought April 1996 
Dunbar Sloane 
Private Sale

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis 

From the Robert H. Levin collection, possibly acquired in the 1850s, then 
into  the J.B. Stevenson collection. It has an unusual round shape with 
lovely curves to its arms and legs, with sharp cornered elbows. The hands 
and feet are undefined, while the mouth is lightly carved. The suspension 
hole at the top has broken, and another was bored through the eye ring. 
The nephrite is Granny Smith-apple coloured with a scatter of fine white 
dots and slight brown schisms at the edges. 
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Kalimantan Coll. 28 
Y Number 3955  

 
Inanga nephrite

Length  9.1 cm 
Width  4.8 cm
Depth  1.3 cm

Bought August 1996
Dunbar Sloane 

Lot 1

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

Fine light Inanga nephrite with very slight schisms on one arm, a 
wonderful example of a pre-contact piece. The Hei-Tiki was bought 
at London’s Portobello Market in 1996 then resold in New Zealand. 
The head is peaked with a broken suspension hole at the tip, and a 
second bored into the groove above the deep ringed eyes. There are 
clearly marked nostrils, teeth and tongue on the face, and a deep 
neck groove. Faint lines define the bulging shoulders, ribs, sternum 
and possible fingers. The unmarked legs are curved and continuous. 
The body holes are deep and narrow. 

Kalimantan Coll. 21   
Y Number 3953    
 
Light milky green nephrite 
 
Length  10.8 cm 
Width 5.6 cm
Depth 1.2 cm

Bought August 1996
Dunbar Sloane 
Private Sale 

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis 

Bought from the A. J. Aarsen family where this pre-contact Hei-Tiki 
had been for four generations from their great-grandfather, Oliver 
Thomas Gillard, who lived in Waikato and Rangatare.  The nephrite 
is light and milky-green nephrite with slight pale schisms. Details 
are worn away, with a slight mouth and long tongue, and a wide 
nose and shallow eye-rings, and three toes curving together. Three-
fingered hands with squared elbows rest on hips. One suspension 
hole has broken at the edge, with another fractured smaller hole 
bored at a steep diagonal nearby. 
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Kalimantan Coll. 40  
Y Number 7810

 
Grey green nephrite

Length  7.2 cm 
Width  4.3 cm
Depth  0.9 cm

Bought April 1997
Dunbar Sloane 

Private Sale

A. M. Hughes 
Collection

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

From the A.M. Hughes collection, this early contact piece is carved 
from beautifully even grey-green nephrite with a high polish. The 
carving is deep and rounded with long distinct fingers on the chest 
and hip, and unusually, small holes bored between the three toes. 
There are faint groin markings that may indicate female gender. The 
eyes are small and deeply carved with traces of red sealing wax. The 
heart-shaped mouth has a peculiar sideways tongue, and the chin 
has two slight points. One suspension hole is broken, with another 
bored nearby at a thin edge.     

Kalimantan Coll. 39   
Y Number 3549    
 
Dark green nephrite 
 
Length  12.0 cm 
Width 1.0 cm
Depth 0.8 cm

Bought April 1997
Dunbar Sloane
Private Sale

A. M. Hughes 
Collection

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis 

From the A. M.  Hughes collection, this large deep green Hei-
Tiki  has sharply defined curves and high rounded curves. The 
double-ringed eyes bulge at the side and the nose and mouth are 
exquisitively detailed with the tongue curving to flick out of the 
heart-shaped mouth. The chest has raised v-grooves with shal-
low long grooves curving around the legs and belly. There are 
very faint markings on the feet, with bumps protuding from 
the curved edges. The hands are unmarked, with folded sharp 
elbows. There is one suspension hole bored through the centre top. 
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Kalimantan Coll. 16 
Y Number 6271     

 
Inanga nephrite

Length  12.3 cm 
Width  5.94 cm

Depth  1.5 cm

Bought July 2001
Dunbar Sloane 

Lot 916 
Mary Seddon Sale

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

A classic Hei Tiki with even proportions and fairly good carving. 
The eyes are triple ringed with defining grooves, and an abundunce 
of soft facial details. The arms have rounded shoulders to a concave 
chest, pointed elbows and no defined hands. There is a pronounced 
bulge to the belly, and the continous legs have points for feet and 
knees. The inanga nephrite is even and milky at the head with cloudy 
schisms on the less detailed body. There is a raised suspension hole 
drilled at the peaked top. From the Seddon Collection, a contact 
period Hei-Tiki. 

Kalimantan Coll. 14   
Y Number 7168    
 
Light green nephrite 
 
Length  13.7 cm 
Width 7.6 cm
Depth 1.5 cm

Bought November 2002
Dunbar Sloane 
Lot 10

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis 

Possibly from the Webster collection, and formerly owned by Sir 
David Monro (1813-1877), speaker of the House of Representatives,   
New Zealand. This beautiful large 18th Century Hei-Tiki is carved 
from excellent evenly-coloured inanga with faint yellow streaks near 
the continuous legs. It has a suspension hole above one eye with 
signs of drilling near it. From the shape, probably refashioned from 
an adze. The classic form has a V-ribbed chest and highly polished 
abstract body, with pointed elbows, unmarked hands and very 
abstract legs. The shallow eye rings form a wide plain nose, with a 
peanut-shaped toothed mouth. 
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Kalimantan Coll. 13 
Y Number 9314   

 
Dark green nephrite 
and red sealing wax

Length  9.1 cm 
Width  4.7 cm
Depth  1.1 cm

Bought November 2002 
Dunbar Sloeane 

Lot 33 
Webster Collection

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

An early contact piece with bright red sealing wax eyes. A homemade 
metal ring is threaded through the suspension hole at the centre of 
the flat head. The facial details are worn, and the body is narrow and 
abstract, with definite carving ridges. The body holes are narrow and 
hourglass shaped. The back is also flat, but with chips at the top. The 
piece is flattish, with no details for hands or feet, but distinct reverse-
V ribs. The nephrite is a rich even dark green. 

Kalimantan Coll. 12   
Y Number 9297    
 
Milky green nephrite 
and bone 
 
Length  9.5 cm 
Width 5.6 cm
Depth 0.9 cm

Bought November 2002
Dunbar Sloane 
Lot 7
Webster collection

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis 

From the Webster Collection, an early contact Hei-Tiki in milky 
green nephrite with an undated 6cm long bone toggle attached. The 
suspension hole has cratered. A piece of cord, possibly flax is knotted 
through. Bone toggles were frequently used as fastenings in Maori 
clothes. The eyes have cracked straces of red sealing wax left. There 
are worn but precise grooves marking the forehead, broad nose and 
heart-shaped mouth with a faint curling tongue. The neck and ribs 
are deeply worked, and the body holes are hourglass shaped. The 
hands are unmarked with sharp cornered elbows. Oval-curved legs 
join with slightly curved feet just below the diamond marks on the 
groin that indicate female gender.  
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Kalimantan Coll. 56 
 Y Number 7874   

Dark green nephrite 
with brown tinges

Length  11.1 cm 
Width  4.7 cm
Depth  1.6 cm

Bought August 2004
Dunbar Sloane 
Lot 26

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

Possibly fire-damaged, 
the dark green neph-
rite near the front face 
has clouds of yellow, 
but at the lower half 
and edges, is clouded 
white and dark brown. 
Nephrite that has been  
heated often changes 
colour and the piece’s 
perceived value is se-
verely reduced.  

An early contact Hei-
Tiki  with beauti ful 
deep carving, this piece 
may have been refash-
ioned from an adze, 
given its shape. The 
suspension hole at the 
top has cratered widely 
at the reverse.

The eye rings are deep 
and wide, with a fore-
head ridge widening 
to a detailed nose. The 
mouth is worn, but the 
shoulders have an un-
usual middle groove, 
and there are three vis-
ible ribs leading to the 
small polished belly. 
The sharp-elbowed 
arms rest on hips with 
no finger markings, 
although the feet are 
defined with shallow 
grooves .  The  body 
holes have wide shal-
low hourglass marks.  

The plain reverse is 
l e s s  p o l i s h e d  t h a n 
the glossy front, and 
slightly curved. 

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis 



41 42

Kalimantan Coll. 62 
 

Kawakawa nephrite

Length  8.5 cm 
Width  10.4 cm

Depth  1.1 cm

Bought March 2005
Dunbar Sloane 

Lot 288

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

Lovely solid green kawa-kawa nephrite with markedly different carv- 
ing and thus no Y-number assigned. “While the head of this tiki is 
old, the body appears to have been carved more recently - it’s just 
too crisp,” explains Edmonds. The neck is long and the body is a 
continous smooth loop with hourglass-shaped body holes. The oval 
head has worn facial markings. The shallow eye-rings are darkened 
with high eyebrow grooves.  The long thin nose leads to a simple 
heart-shaped mouth. 

Kalimantan Coll. 61   
Y Number 9312    
 
Inanga nephrite 
 
Length  5.8 cm 
Width 3.8 cm
Depth 0.6 cm

Bought March 2005
Dunbar Sloane 
Lot 287
Webster collection

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis 

From the Webster collection, a beautifully even olive green nephrite 
with a low sheen. The broad head has two deep uneven eye-rings and 
a flat face with only faint lines left for the nose and an outline for the 
mouth. A small suspension hole is drilled almost straight through 
the top-right side, a broken one at the edge. The arms have sharply-
angled elbows and unmarked hands, except for grooves at the out-
side wrists where they rest on the hips. The legs are a thin continous  
oval. The body holes have very shallow hourglass shapes. 
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Kalimantan Coll. 59  
Y Number 7662   

 
Inanga nephrite

Length  7.3 cm 
Width  4.5 cm
Depth  1.1 cm

Bought March 2005
Dunbar Sloane 

Lot 232

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

Remarkably feathered bluish inanga nephrite with a fine polish. The 
Hei-Tiki has a simple outline and faint carving, probably lightly 
carved rather than worn as it dates to the 19th century. The peanut-
shaped mouth is unfinished. The eye rings are very thin and deep. 
A suspension hole has been worked in the centre top. The chest has 
a slight diamond indent and a belly curve. The arms and legs are 
squared and continuous with deep even body holes. 

Kalimantan Coll. 63   
Y Number 10047    
 
Inanga nephrite 
 
Length  10.3 cm 
Width 5.7 cm
Depth 1.6 cm

Bought July 2005
Dunbar Sloane 
Lot 608

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis 

Milky inanga nephrite with faint horizontal streaks of yellow-
white across it, a very rare and prized shade of nephrite. Dated to 
the contact period, the carving is simple, possibly worn with age.  
The flattened head has a flattened suspension hole to one side, a 
pointed chin and ear marks, one rounded and one tipped. The nose 
is slightly raised and the heart-shaped mouth is indented. The eye-
rings are deep with brownish traces in them, and one brown flaw 
across the forehead. One hand rests on the chest, another on a thigh. 
Both have faint finger marks.  The highly curved belly is raised. The 
continous legs meet with a small central hole at the groin above two 
split toes. 
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Kalimantan Coll. 64 
Y Number 9313 

Dark green nephrite

Length  11.5 cm 
Width  5.2 cm
Depth  1.2 cm

Bought November 2005
Dunbar Sloane 

Private Sale

Webster Collection

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

Vivid dark green, al-
most black,  nephrite 

with faint pale markings 
on the belly.  Sold previ-

ously from the Webster 
collection. Deeply carved with 

vivid facial details. Double eye-rings and a 
peaked forehead. There is an angled suspension hole at the very top. 
The nose has a sharp inverse-v and broad nostrils. The heartshaped 
mouth is flattened and wide with a thin upper lip. Ribs are another 
inverse-V with a curved belly. The limbs are abstract with rounded 
square arms, angled elbows and no hand markings where they meet 
the straight thighs. The curved legs are continous and slightly peaked 
near the unmarked toes. The body holes are very narrow and slightly 
hourglass shaped. 

Kalimantan Coll. 66   
Y Number 10102    
 
Medium green nephrite 
 
Length  10.0 cm 
Width 6.1 cm
Depth 0.8 cm

Bought December 2005
Dunbar Sloane 
Lot 407A

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis 

A gleaming and very even medium green nephrite Hei-Tiki, probably 
early 19th century with a Lower North Island provenance. The eyes  
are small and deep. The flat nose ridge has a faint diamond pattern, 
and the heart-shaped mouth is askew. The shoulders are square with 
one hand raised to the chest, three fingers lightly marked, another 
continous to the oval legs. The belly is marked with a faint curve. The 
feet join with a central small body hole marking the split toes. The 
suspension hole at top has cratered at the back. 
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Kalimantan Coll. 65  
Y Number 10521

 
Pale green nephrite

Length  11.6 cm 
Width  6.7 cm
Depth  1.0 cm

Bought December 2005 
Dunbar Sloane 

Lot 405A 

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

Extremely even and fine pale green nephrite with heavily worn fea-
tures. A fairly large but thin contact Hei-Tiki with a flat back and 
gently rounded front. The cratered suspension hole has worn nearly 
through. The face has a large bulging forehead with a diamond-
shaped nose ridge and very narrow eye-rings. Traces of red seal-
ing wax remain. The face has ear tips and a pointed chin below a 
delicate sweetheart mouth. The shoulders tilt diagonally with one 
broad lightly delineated three-fingered hand on the chest, and an 
unmarked hand on thigh. The smooth legs are continous with small 
body holes between toes, one half-drilled.
        

Kalimantan Coll. 68
Y Number 4801    
 
Dark green nephrite 
 
Length  10.9 cm 
Width 5.4 cm
Depth 1.4 cm

Bought May 2006
Dunbar Sloane 
Lot 66
Webster collection

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis 

A deep dark glossy green Hei-Tiki in even nephrite with slight 
brown marks on the face. Traces of red sealing wax in the wide eye-
rings. The Hei-Tiki’s provenance says it dates to the 1790s-1820s, 
and was taken to England by a whaling sailor, then returned with the 
Webster Collection. The top suspension hole is broken, as well as the 
left eye ring. The uneven facial details are worn or lightly incised. 
There is a thick inverse-V on the chest with a delineated flat belly, 
and precisely carved abstract arms and legs. The body holes are 
hourglass shaped and narrow. Shallow indents mark three fingers on 
each hand on thighs. The elbows and feet are marked with thick 
points. The unpolished back is rough and uneven.    
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Kalimantan Coll. 69 
Y Number 10751 

Medium green nephrite

Length  10.4 cm 
Width  6.6 cm
Depth  1.3 cm

Bought May 2006 
Dunbar Sloane 

Lot 15

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

An idosyncratic Hei-Tiki in beautifully clear medium green nephrite 
with milky clouds. The carving is detailed and precise with slender 
limbs, a peaked head and a strong long nose. There is a suspension 
hole worn thin at the centre, with a possible broken suspension hole 
mark nearby. The face has small wide-set eye rings, a high rounded 
nose ridge and a shallow peanut-shaped mouth with a tiny chin 
bump. The large hand on chest has three incised fingers, then a 
blurred hand on thigh. The shoulders lift diagonally with pointed 
elbows. The body holes are deep and nearly straight. The legs have 
broad thighs tapering abruptly to meet with small v-shaped toes 
joined by a groove with a small central hole. The belly is raised and 
slightly rough. 

Kalimantan Coll. 71   
Y Number 10826    
 
Kawakawa nephrite 
 
Length 13.0 cm 
Width 6.7 cm
Depth 1.7 cm

Bought July 2006
Cordy’s Auckland 
Lot 17 
Hartley collection

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis 

From the Hartley Collection, a large pre-contact Hei-Tiki in pol-
ished kawakawa nephrite with dark brown and yellow inclusions 
at the edges of the head, elbow and knees.  The suspension hole at 
the top is tapered and cracked and has been plugged with a short 
length of copper tubing. It was sold with the provenance originat-
ing in Coromandel, but belonging to a family in Rotorua for over a 
century. The large double-ringed eyes and the flat broad nose lead to 
a heart-shaped mouth with teeth and tongue details,. Double ribs are 
marked on the narrow chest, all face and body marks worn with age. 
The round shoulders taper sharply to thin arms with no hand details. 
The curved legs are continous with flattened notches for feet, either 
worn or very lightly marked. 
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Kalimantan Coll. 73 
Y Number 10791   

 
Medium green nephrite 

and red sealing wax

Length  10.5 cm 
Width  6.0 cm
Depth  1.4 cm

Bought November 2006
Dunbar Sloane

Lot 1110

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

A plain, almost stark Hei-Tiki with few details and an asymmetrical 
body. A large suspension hole almost touches the small eye-rings 
which are full of aged red sealing wax. The nose is not raised but 
etched lightly, and the mouth is heavily worn or shallowly carved. 
Dates to the late 18th or early 19th Century. The colour is a lovely 
highly polished smooth green with faint clouding on the face. The 
back is flat while the front rounds gently. The small body holes are 
hourglass shaped. The body is abstracted with the arms continous to 
the thighs with shallow ridges for elbows and cornered elbows. The 
distal legs are almost completely semi-circular. There are no detail 
markings on the body.       
        

Kalimantan Coll. 76 
Y Number 13202 
 
Medium green nephrite

Length  10.4 cm 
Width  4.4 cm
Depth  1.9 cm

Bought March 2007 
Dunbar Sloane 
Private Sale 
Carlo Monzino 
Collection

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

From the Carlo Monzino collection, and originally Sir Jacob 
Epstein’s collection, this is a slender and rather beautiful Hei-Tiki. 
The nephrite is highly polished medium green with slightly milky 
casts to the face. The head is simply and precisely carved with a long 
triangular ridge for the nose and two raised flat eye rings. There are 
no facial details, only a smooth heart-shaped space. The arms and 
legs have the typical sharp elbows and continuous oval curves with 
deep hourglass holes. The belly is delineated with a narrow neck and 
a shallow X etched across. The arms rest on thighs, with no hands 
or feet defined. The back is smooth and flat. There’s a countersunk 
suspension hole worked from the back to the top. 
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Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

Kalimantan Coll. 75   
Y Number 9315
 
Dark green nephrite 
and paua shell 
 
Length  7.6 cm 
Width 5.3 cm
Depth 0.9 cm

Bought November 2006
Dunbar Sloane 
Lot 1116
Webster collection

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis 

One of the smallest and certainly the most delicately beautiful 
Hei-Tikis in the collection. The ‘Webster Tiki’ has distinctive rare 
serrated-edge paua shell eyes. Possibly pre-contact with the age-
worn facial details. The size and skin-smooth finish suggests it was 
worn by a Maori Chieftainess, before detouring to the U.K., where it 
was bought by Kenneth Webster. 

The eyes are firmly attached with a clumped brownish substance. 
The suspension hole has worn thin. The body is asymmetrical with 
fisted hands on thighs, and no markings on the oval continous legs. 
There are faint rib markings and possibly groin markings to indicate 
female gender. The nephrite is dark green with brown veins on the 
forehead and white clouding. The back is flat, but narrows signifi-
cantly in depth to very thin legs. 

It is very similar to the Hei-Tiki in the British Museum presented by 
Captain Cook to King George II, although Edmonds believes this to 
be better quality.        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        
        

Serrated edge paua shell eyes set into carved 
eye-rings. Found mainly on pre-contact 
pieces, and rare on Hei-Tikis, possibly due 
to damage, glue loosening (the glue was 
probably tree gum) or a preference for the 
new red sealing wax.
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Kalimantan Coll. 78 
Y Number 13201 

 
Dark mottled green nephrite

Length  12.3 cm 
Width  6.7 cm
Depth  1.7 cm

Bought March 2007 
Dunbar Sloane 

Private sale 
Carlo Monzino 

Collection 

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

The nephrite is a medium yellow-green with splotches of yellow and 
silver. This large Hei-Tiki has the typical harp-elbowed arms resting 
on thighs and oval continous legs. There are small notches indicating 
the feet, but no marks for hands or feet. The neck is defined with flat-
tened shoulders and a curved waist with a flat belly. The suspension 
hole at the top has cratered in the back. The piece is possibly refash-
ioned from an adze, given the angled head. The eye-rings are small 
and precise, while the heart-shaped mouth is detailed with shallow 
grooves. The nose has very faint details, worn with age. 

Kalimantan Coll. 77   
Y Number 13203
 
Medium green nephrite 
 
Length  10.6 cm 
Width 5.0 cm
Depth 1.7 cm

Bought March 2007
Dunbar Sloane 
Private Sale 
Carlo Monzino 
Collection

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis 

Flecks of red sealing wax can be seen in the eye rings. The nephrite is an 
apple-green with black schisms and silvery spots. The peaked forehead 
has a ridge down to the nose. The suspension hole above the right eye has 
cratered at the back with cracks down the left side to the jaw. The mouth 
and nose has shallow details. The body is rectangular, with sharp-cor-
nered elbows and continous oval legs. The narrow body holes are deeply 
hourglass-shaped. The neck is an inverse-V to the ribs, with a flat narrow 
belly. Hands are unmarked but there is a faint diamond for the feet.  
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Kalimantan Coll. 79   
Y Number 10993
 
Dark green nephrite 
 
Length  10.5 cm 
Width 7.4 cm
Depth 1.0 cm

Bought in May 2007
Dunbar Sloane 
Lot 39 
Carlo Monzino ColleCtion

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

Carlo Monzino and 
Jacob Epstein are two 
significant collectors 
who brought Maori art 
to international atten-
tion. They assembled 
two of  the  greates t 
private collections of 
Oceania art. Both were 
led by artistic values, 
more than historical or 
cultural significance. 

Epstein preferred to ap-
proach the pieces as art 
independent of critical 
or cultural preconcep-
tions. Epstein began his 
collection around 1905, 
saying “it was the only 
sculpture I could afford 
[then].” 

Epstein’s collection was 
sold after his death in 
1959. Nearly half of it 
was bought by Carlo 
Monzino, an Italian 
collector with a pas-
sion for African art. 
He developed his col-
lection across cultures, 
from Pre-Columbian to 
Indonesian to Japanese. 
His collection was driv-
en by the same passion 
for the artistic value of 
a piece, rather than its 
ethnographical or com-
mercial value.

‘When I was in Paris in 1912, I 
saw an advertisement in a colonial 
paper asking for African carvings in 
hard wood. Calling at the address in 
Montmartre I met Paul Guillaume 
for the first time, in a small attic 
room. He started the vogue in 
African work. 

Of course, it was the artists who 
first saw the sculptural qualities 
of African work, and they were 
followed by the dealers who saw 
money in it. Picasso, Matisse, 
Vlaminck collected African...”

Jacob Epstein 
Let There be Sculpture. 1940: 215

From the Carlo Monzino Collection, (Lot 
36 in the 2004 Sotheby’s New York sale), a 
late 18th century Hei-Tiki with two intact 
suspension holes and possible breaks from 
other holes above. Specks of red sealing 
wax remain in the small eye rings. 

The nephrite of the head has prominant 
small flaws and the body is inanga green 
with dark veins. The carving is unsym-
metrical and inconsistent. 

The arms have short rounded shoulders 
and sharp-edged elbows. Both hands rest 
on the thighs, but unusually, the right 
has three rounded fingers and the left 
has five ridged fingers. The ribs and neck 
are defined with a plain inverted-V. The 
chest has thin shallow diamonds etched 
into it. The toes are similarly but unevenly 
marked. The legs are continous and oval. 
Body holes are narrow and deep. 
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Kalimantan Coll. 57 
Y Number 2584  

 
Medium green nephrite

Length  9.8 cm 
Width  5.5 cm
Depth  1.7 cm

Bought August 2004
Dunbar Sloane 

Lot 27

Kalimantan: Hei Tikis

From the G. Walker sale in 1972, a contact period Hei-Tiki in pol-
ished medium green nephrite with schist blooms across the body. 
The eye rings are deep and unevenly carved, with a ridged nose 
and worn mouth. The body is abstract except for thin rib marks. 
The body holes are highly hourglassed, with sharp elbows and oval 
curved continous legs. There is a small elongated suspension hole at 
the top. There is no defined neck, hands or feet, but the flat belly is 
carved in relief.  

Kalimantan Coll. 67   
 

Medium green nephrite 
and paua shell

 
Length  6.3 cm 

Bought December 2005
Dunbar Sloane

Lot 450B 

Kalimantan: Pendants

The only modern piece in the 
Kalimantan Collection, this Peka 
Peka has classic paua shell eyes 
with serrated edges and fine carv-
ing. “Very pleasant to look at,” says 
Edmonds. The clean sharp carving 
is due to steel tools and more precise 
modern methods.

Kalimantan Coll. 35   
 

Dark green nephrite

Bought December 1982   
Christie’s London

A short almost stubby pendant with 
an irregular round cross-section. 
The ends are flattened and the wide 
suspension hole is at the thin end. 
The nephrite is dark and deeply 
streaked. It has no Y-number be-
cause it was bought overseas. 
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Kalimantan Coll. 46
 
Medium green nephrite

Bought February 1980
Sotheby’s London  

Kalimantan: Pendants

(L-R) Small nephrite ear pendant in an almost perfectly rounded 
straight form. The hourglass suspension hole has been bored so the 
tip is flattened. The blue-green nephrite has a low polish. 

Bought as a pair, these are similarly shaped straight pendants with 
oval cross-sections. One has light pale feathering in polished pale 
green nephrite. The hole has been bored close to the tip, almost 
transparent. 

The other is mottled yellow-green nephrite with black specks and a 
low polish. The tips are narrowed and the suspension hole is large. 
While probably old, they were purchased outside New Zealand and 
so have no Y-number. 

A blue-green nephrite ear-pendant from the Webster Collection, 
sold later by Annette Miet. An uneven oval cross-section and a 
nearly-straight suspension hole. 

Kalimantan Coll. 47  (A and B)
 
Medium green nephrite

Bought February 1980
Sotheby’s London  

Kalimantan Coll. 11   
Y Number 8790    
 
B lue green nephrite 
 
Length  6.7 cm 

Bought June 1999
Dunbar Sloane, Lot 1298
Webster collection

Kalimantan: Pendants 

Kalimantan Coll. 30  
Y Number 8831 
 
Light translucent green nephrite 
Length  4.0 cm 

Bought July 1997
Dunbar Sloane
Webster collection

A  Kuru Poria pendant, carved as a leg ring 
for a parrot. Hourglass suspension hole. 
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Kalimantan: meres 

An excellent mere specimen from the contact 
period in beautiful Kahurangi nephrite. The 
greens and ripples of white are distinct and the 
mere is smoothly polished. 

The mere’s blade is very slightly chipped at 
the top. The blade is fairly flat, and the butt 
thickens to an ovoid shape with five grooves 
carved into it. The thong hole in the butt is 
gently flared. 

Previously part of the John Lawford Collection.

Kalimantan Coll. 55   
Y Number 1724    
 
Kahurangi nephrite

Length  35 cm 
Width  10.7 cm
Depth  1.7 cm

Bought December 2003
Dunbar Sloane 
Lot  73 
John Lawford Collection   

A long J-shaped ‘hockey-stick’  
pendant in pale green nephrite with 

flawless colouring. It has a narrow 
small suspension hole and a high polish. 

From a family collection, GI Black, the 
pendant was bought around 1905. A loose 

label in the collection box that likely refers 
to this pendant reads: “Inanga greenstone. 

Formerly owned by a leading chief of Matia Te 
Runato. Got from Mrs Ra McKay.”

Kalimantan Coll. 52   
Y Number 6280
 
Pale green inange nephrite

Length  19.6 cm 

Bought August 2003   
Haywards Auction 
Private sale

Kalimantan: Pendants
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Kalimantan Coll. 4   
Y Number 3270    

 
Mottled dark green nephrite

Length  33.3 cm 
Width  10 cm
Depth  2.1 cm

Bought April 1996   
Dunbar Sloane 

Lot  45 

Kalimantan: Meres

A beauti ful  example  of 
pre-European meres ,  th is 
mere pounamu is lens-shaped in 
cross-section and smoothly ground 
across its surface. The nephrite is 
mottled dark green, showing waves 
across the surfaces. 

There is a worn thong hole bored through the handle 
at an angle. The end of the handle has three parallel grooves marked 
round it.

Kalimantan: meres 

The mere’s first recorded provenance was 
in Rotorua in the 1840s, by a jewellery store 
owner who then passed the mere down in his 
family. 

The nephrite is light green  with wavering pale 
striations. Mineral inclusions can be seen on 
one face. 

The butt is carved with three spiral 
grooves.

Kalimantan Coll. 3   
Y Number 8071    
 
Light green nephrite

Length  34 cm 
Width  10.4 cm
Depth  1.1 cm

Bought November 2001
Dunbar Sloane 
Lot 778  
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Kalimantan Coll.  2   
 

Medium green nephrite

Length  33.6 cm 
Width  9.8 cm
Depth  1.5 cm

Bought c. 1970

6

Kalimantan: Meres

The first greenstone piece bought by Roger Edmonds. The mere was 
bought circa 1970 and stayed briefly with his parents before spend-
ing a quarter of a century at the Whanganui Regional Museum. It is 
now part of the Kalimantan Collection again.

The nephrite has a good clear colour. The butt is carved with five dis-
tinct grooves. There is no known provenance for the piece, although 
it has an interesting straight groove down one side’s blade where the 
smooth polish is interrupted and almost rough, suggesting damage.

Kalimantan: meres 

An early 20th century mere 
notable for the superb colour 
of the nephrite and excellent 
balance of the wide blade. 

The mere was likely to have 
been refashioned from a large 
nephrite adze blade. The mere’s 
blade is still sharp and has been 
ground translucent thin at the 
edges. 

The butt has three ridges and 
a narrow suspension hole. A 
twisted flax cord of unknown 
material or age is threaded 

through. 

Kalimantan Coll. 74   
Y Number 10910    

 
Green nephrite

Length  35.5 cm 
Width  12 cm
Depth  0.9 cm

Bought November 2006
Dunbar Sloane 

Lot  1111 
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Kalimantan Coll. 53   
Y Number 5489    

 
Kahurangi nephrite

Length  36.5 cm 
Width  10.7 cm

Depth  2.7 cm

Bought December 2003
John Lawford Collection   

Dunbar Sloane 
Lot 20 

Kalimantan: Meres

Another mere from the John Lawford 
Collection, this contact-era mere stands 

out for its colours. The dark green neph-
rite intensifies to a radiantly bright green 
sone scattered across with milky inclusions. 
The thick smooth curve tapers to edges are 
worked so thin that they are translucent in 
strong daylight.

The shape is simple with only slight dif-
ferential shouldering and five deep grooves 
carved into the butt. There is one suspen-
sion hole which appears to have been made 
non-traditionally with signs of grindstone 
working. The mere is in excellent condition 
except for minor chipping to the blade.

Kalimantan: meres 

This 19th century mere 
was sold earlier in 1973 at a 
Dunbar Sloane auction. 

The thin spatula-shaped 
mere has a slender grip that 
curves into an ovoid hilt 
with four ridges carved 
in and a narrow, slightly  
tapered suspension hole. 

The blade is large and flat, 
smoothly polished neph-
rite in a rich dark green with 
speckles.

Kalimantan Coll. 72   
Y Number 10775    
 
Kawakawa nephrite

Length  40.5 cm 
Width  11 cm
Depth  1.5 cm

Bought July 2006
Cordy’s Auckland 
Lot 38 
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Kalimantan: Meres

The ‘P&O Mere’ also known as the ‘Kronfeld Mere’ after the first 
collectors, Dr and Mrs M Kronfeld who presented it to the NZ 
Shipping Company Ltd. Dr Kronfeld was the Port Health Officer 
in Wellington, which meant frequent contact with P&O crew and 
staff.

The pre-European mere was displayed in a collection box on the 
R.M.S. Ruahine which went on the London passenger service run. 
It later became part of P&O’s New Zealand memorabilia at its 
Wellington head office. 

The nephrite is a mottled medium green with waves of white feather-
ing. The mere has a plain profile with no grooves marked on the hilt 
and a relatively narrow blade. 

Kalimantan Coll. 70   
Y Number 10713    

 
Mottled medium green nephrite

Length  37.5 cm 
Width  9.8 cm

Depth  1 cm

Bought May 2006   
Dunbar Sloane 

 Lot 118 

Kalimantan: meres 
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Kalimantan Coll. 60  
Y Number 8999

 
Kawakawa nephrite

Length  30.5 cm 
Width  8 cm

Depth  1.4 cm

Bought March 2005   
Dunbar Sloane 

Lot  234 

Kalimantan: Meres

A smaller mere, suggest-
ing it may be the wahine or 
women’s version. The mere 
has a rounded distal with 
a smooth blade that shows 
minor chipping. 

The butt has four thin shal-
lowly carved concentric 
grooves on the butt. A thong 
hole has been drilled in the 
typical hourglass fashion in 
the butt and the suspension 
holes have cratered.

Kalimantan: Adzes 

Kalimantan Coll. 49  
 
Streaked nephrite

Bought November 2001
Sotheby’s London 
Lot 260  

A simple round adze with 
muted striations and soft-
ened edges, blunted prob-
ably by wear. There are 
medium chips along the 
wider edge, and no squared 
edges or shaft  shaping. 
Bought overseas, so without 
a Y-number, the nephrite is 
dull and smooth. 



79 80

“...Rog managed to get you a Pre-Maori Tree felling adze argelite 
and a small Maori adze greywaore. Took them to Mr G (?) and he 
wouldn’t touch them with a forty foot pole but gave me address to write 
to to get permission for you to have them. Will explain to you when you 
come out and you can handle it...”

Letter from Gladys Edmonds to Roger Edmonds, dated 20 May 1981

Kalimantan Coll. 7  
Y Number E73.83    
 
Grey argilite
Length  30.8 cm 
Width 8.1 cm

Bought in 1981
By Gladys Edmonds

Kalimantan: Adzes

Bought for Roger Edmonds by his 
mother, this polished adze is a good 
example of a well-made working 
adze.

Classified as Type 1A, the adze 
is polished grey stone, probably 
basalt mined in Nelson and then 
fashioned in Taranaki. The shaft is 
hammerdressed. 

The adze was loaned to the Nelson 
Provincial Museum for longer than 
expected, with a tussle over returning it 
due to a dispute over ownership.
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Kalimantan Coll. 80   
Y Number 10978

 
Mottled green nephrite

 
Length  22.1 cm 

Width  7.1 cm
Depth  1.5 cm

Bought May 2007
Dunbar Sloane 

Lot 10 

Kalimantan: Adzes

A stunning piece of greenstone with wide waves of graduating 
colour and stone flaws. The surface is polished and smooth. This 
contact period adze dates to around the 1830s. 

The quadrangular adze is untanged with a continuous bevel to the 
back. The blade is still sharp with chips only at the lofted end. There 
is some loss at the butt and poll, possibly inherent in the stone. 

Kalimantan: Adzes 

Kalimantan Coll. 54   
Y Number 1729    
 
Kahurangi nephrite

Length  21.9 cm 
Width  7.7 cm
Depth  2.4 cm

Bought December 2003
Dunbar Sloane
Lot  33 
John Lawford Collection   

A large untanged adze  carved with 
a quadrangular cross-section Cutting 
grooves can be seen worked sharply 
down both side edges, althugh the 
cutting edge is dulled with minor 
chipping. 

The bevel is continuous with the back. The 
nephrite is smooth and polished and shows 
clouds of yellow-green. 

“H.75” “2610” and “151 Byron 7.7.82” are written in 
black ink on old stickers. 
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Kalimantan Coll. 8 
Y Number 3942

 
Dark grey argilite

Length  43.7 cm 
Width  11.86 cm

Depth  6.92 cm

Bought July 1997
Dunbar Sloane

Lot 212

Kalimantan: Toki

Massive untanged 
toki. Flaked over its 
entire surface with the 
form roughed out. The 
toki has a steep bevel taper-
ing out from the poll to the 
blunt cutting edge. 

Cut from dark grey argilite, there 
are lighter grey patches across the 
surface. The stone glitters darkly in 
full sunlight  as a strikingly handsome 
piece.

Made in the 18th century, the rough hewn 
toki is a good example of the arduous work in 
fashioning these tools. Using toki like the pair 
opposite, the argilite is knocked off in flakes. The 
next stage would have been polishing with water 
and sand, and then with skins like dogskin. 

Kalimantan Coll. 58 (A)   
Y Number 5856 
   
Dark grey stone
 
Length  5.39 cm 
Width 3.53 cm
Depth 1.57 cm

Bought early 2004
Haywards Auction, Wanganui

Kalimantan: Toki 

Kalimantan Coll. 58 (B)   
Y Number 5857 
   
Dark grey-green stone 
 
Length  6.14 cm 
Width 2.9 cm
Depth 1.1 cm

Bought early 2004
Haywards Auction, Wanganui

A pair of small toki, probably originating 
in Wanganui. They are archeologised type 
2B (Duff) with rectangular cross-sections. 
The stone is probably argilite. The toki are 
smoothly polished and palm-sized. Both 
have angled cutting edges, still relatively 
sharp and straight. The pieces are in good 
condition.

They were found in the 1940s in area near Lake 
Whiritoa, 10 km from Wanganui, with three other toki, possibly as a 
cache of carving tools. 
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Kalimantan Coll. 36   
 

Mottled nephrite

Bought February 1980   
Sotheby’s London  

Lot 166

7

Kalimantan: Adzes

A small nephrite adze with prominant orange-yellow flaws at the 
blunted shaft edge, and signs of chipping near the blade edge. The 
adze is thick and still relatively sharp, possibly a longer piece that 
has been worked down. The stone is not particularly polished or 
finished. A roughly quadrangular shape that appears carved for 
use — nephrite being the strongest cutting material available pre-
contact — rather than aesthetics. 

Kalimantan: Patu

Kalimantan Coll. 6
Y Number 8765
 
Dark grey argillite

Length  46 cm 
Width  10.3 cm
Depth  4.9 cm

Bought July 1997
Dunbar Sloane, Lot 60 

Long and finely modeled. Five 
ridged butt with an hourglass 
suspension hole. Blade narrows  
towards the grip. 
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Kalimantan Coll. 5
 

Dark grey basalt

Bought February 1993
Private Sale 

Prof McKellor

Kalimantan: Patu

A basalt mere with significant 
chips on the side and end. 
Bought from Prof McKellor, 
Sarah Edmonds’ Dunedin land-
lord.  The piece photographed 
beautifully, but is in relatively 
poor condition. It has five 
ridges on the hilt and a slightly 
rough countersunk hole. The 
stone has a dull smooth finish. 
It is comparatively heavier than 
similar nephrite meres.

Kalimantan: Patu 
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Kalimantan Coll. 81 
Y Number 10979 

Medium brown stone

Length  37 cm 
Width  10.5 cm

Depth  3.7 cm

Bought May 2007
Dunbar Sloane 

Lot 76

Kalimantan: Patu

A beautifully shaded patu onewa 
in deep brown to medium brown 
stone. The piece is in excel-
lent condition and has perfect 
balance. 

The piece tapers smoothly from 
the dulled blade to the circular 
grip. There is a counter-sunk 
wrist  cord hole and three 
slightly rounded grooves cut 
into the handle. The surface 
has a dull smooth polish that 
highlights the stone’s colours. 

The club probably dates to 
pre-European in the 17th or 

18th century, and comes from 
the North Auckland region. 

Kalimantan Coll. 82   
Y Number 10974    
 
B lue green nephrite 
 
Length  34.5 cm 
Width 9.5 cm
Depth 3.5 cm

Bought May 2007
Dunbar Sloane
Lot 79

Kalimantan: Patu 

The Patu Onewa tapers from the rounded 
blade to a circular grip.  The grip has a counter-
sunk wrist cord hole with three grooves carved 
around it. The ridges are sharply defined.  

This pre-European stone club is also from 
North Auckland. The smooth dull polish has 
several scratches and pale mottling.  There is a 
small chip at the blade edge, but it is in good 
condition.
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Whalebone
Whalebone carvings make up a 
fraction of the Kalimantan col-
lection, in part because historic 
pieces are rarer than hardwearing 
nephrite, and Edmonds’ prefer-
ence for stone. 

“Whalebone can be good with the 
right patina,” he says. “Some get 
very pitted and coarse, others age 
like ivory with a beautiful golden 
glow.” 

Maori value whales as a prized 
source of meat and bone, and 
they are referenced widely in 
Maori culture. Beached whales 
were a likely source for the bone, 
as Maori fished and hunted close 
to shore only. 

The bone has a strong texture 
which takes and holds carvings 
well. Whalebone was widely used 
for Hei-Tikis and clubs. Modern 
Hei-Tikis are frequently carved 
from bone,  usual ly  beef 
bone. 

Kalimantan Coll. 50   
Y Number 9469

 
Whalebone 

 
Length  110 cm 

Width 5.8 cm
Depth 1.0 cm

Bought November 2002
Dunbar Sloane

Lot 102

Kalimantan: Patu 

One of very few hoera in private collections, this whalebone club is 
deceptively light for its size. The polished whalebone has aged to dif-
ferent patinas on each side, creamy white and light brown. 

The head has a stylised face (or possibly a pair of birds) with two 
oval holes bored into it. Midway down the rounded shaft flattens for 
a comfortable flat hilt where it was likely held.  The tip of the club 
is rounded. The entire shaft curves slightly, possibly following the 
original shape of the whalebone. 

Whalebone clubs are called patu paraoa. There are 
three main variations, a flat-bladed mere, a club with 
violin-shaped curves cut into the sides called kotiate, 
and a sickle-curved shape, wahaika, which has a small  
human design carved into it. 

The lightness and relative fragility of 
whalebone make it a rare choice for 
actual weapons. The hoera fea-
tured is likely purely ceremo-
nial, used as a symbol of 
chief power in public 
ceremonies. 
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Kalimantan: Index

Kalimantan Y No. Page

Adze
7 E73.83 80
36 None 85
49 None 78
54 1729 82
80 10978 81

Hei-Tikis
12 9297 38
13 9314 37
14 7168 36
15 None 19
16 6271 35
18 3205 17
20 3201 30
21 3953 32
23 7813 29
24 1249 21
25 3204 27
26 7812 26
27 5548 25
28 3955 31
31 None 18
32 None 20
37 None 16
38 None 24
39 3549 34
40 7810 34
41 None 24
42 None 22
43 None 15
56 7874 39
57 2584 59
59 7662 43
61 9312 42
62 None 41
63 10047 44
64 9313 45
65 10521 47
66 10102 46

Kalimantan: Index 
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73 10791 51
75 9315 53
76 13202 52
77 13203 56
78 13201 55
79 10993 57
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6 8765 86
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82 10974 90

Meres
2 None 70
3 8071 68
4 3270 67
5 None 87
53 5489 71
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72 10775 72
74 10910 69
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11 8790 61
30 8831 62
35 None 60
46 None 61
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52 6280 63
67 None 60
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58 (A) 5856 84
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